
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Knowledge 
Cause and 
consequence 

When and where did the Great Fire of London start? 
• In 1666 on 2nd September, a huge fire that started in a tiny bakery 

burned down most of London 
 

Cause and 
consequence  

What were the events of the Great Fire of London? 
• The fire began in the bakery and spread quickly destroying 13,200 

houses, 87 parish churches, and and St. Paul's Cathedral. 
 

Change and 

continuity  

Why did the fire spread so quickly and stay alight for so long 

• There are a lot of reasons why the fire was so large, mostly to do with 

the way houses were built – a lot of them were made from wood, and were very 

close together. 

• A lot of things changed as a result of the fire, e.g houses built 

differently, a recognized fire brigade 

 

Historical 

significance 

What did we learn from Samuel Pepys diary? 

• Samuel Pepys wrote an eye witness account of what he saw during the 
Great Fire of London in a diary which has become a famous source of 
information. 

 

Chronological 
understanding  

Can you describe the events of the Great Fire of London? 
 A timeline of events will show the order in which they happened from  2nd of 
September to 6th September 
 

 

 
Key Vocabulary 

Bakery A shop where bread and cakes made. 

Events Something which happens or takes place 

Disaster  An event whose timing is unexpected and 

whose consequences are seriously 

destructive. 

Eye witness A person who saw an event with their own 
eyes and can therefore describe it.  

London  The largest city in the UK and the capital 
city of England. It lies on the Thames River 

Diary  A personal record of thoughts, feelings and 

events. 
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