
Geography Progression of vocabulary  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
EYFS Where are we? 

 
Leicester, local, park, 
road, school, house 

 How does Kenya 
differ to the UK? 

Country, near, far, 
animal, world, 

different 
 

 Do we have enough 
flowers to attract 

wildlife? 
Map, symbol, key, 

observe, data, graph 

 

Yr 1 What is it like here? 
 

Map, city, town, 
locate, flag, key 

 

 What is the weather 
like in the UK? 

England, hot, cold, 
capital, season, 

weather 
 

 What is it like to live 
in Shanghai? 

Land, North, South, 
Atlas, Key, Port 

 

 

Yr 2 Would you prefer to 
live in a hot or cold 

place? 
Atlas, compass, 
globe, tropical, 

desert, polar 
 
 

 Why is our world 
wonderful? 

Country, symbol, 
ocean, landmark, 
location, OS map 

 

 What is it like to live 
by the coast? 

Coast, cliff, bay, island, 
human, physical 

 

 

Yr 3  Why do people live 
near volcanoes? 
Active, dormant, 
volcano, magma, 

inner core, 
earthquake 

 

  Who lives in 
Antarctica? 

Climate, climate zone, 
compass point, 

direction, iceberg, 
hemisphere 

 

Are all settlements 
the same? 

Settlement, land use, 
region, border, linear, 

dispersed 
 

Yr 4  Why are rainforests 
important? 

  Where does our food 
come from? 

What are rivers and 
how are they used? 



Rainforest, equator 
southern, northern, 
deforestation, layer 

 

Source, trade, 
sustainable, produce, 
food miles, scale bar 

 

Delta, river source, 
floodplain, mouth, 

meander, irrigation,  
 

Yr 5  What is life like in 
the Alps? 

Mountain range, 
scale, sea level, 

latitude, longitude, 
hemisphere 

 

  Why do oceans 
matter? 

Marine, species, 
ecosystem, habitat, 
decompose, erosion 

 

Would you like to live 
in the desert? 

Biomes, arid, desert, 
drought, time zone, 

climate zone 
 

Yr 6  Why does 
population change? 

Migration, 
population, pull 

factors, push factors, 
refugee, distribution 

 

  Where does our 
energy come from? 

Energy source, 
consumption, 

renewable, emissions, 
producer, solar power 

 

Can I carry out some 
independent 

fieldwork? 
Analyse, data 

collection, enquiry, 
justify, impact, 

subjective 
 

 


