
 

GLENMERE COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

 

 

Spring Term 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back, I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas break, enjoying precious time with your family. 

Here is a brief overview of what we will be covering in year 2 over the next term.  

 

English     

This term, we will continue to become familiar with different texts 

through our ‘talk for writing’ scheme. The children will learn the text 

through actions and drama and then using a ‘text map’ to reinvent the 

story with their own twist.  

We will be primarily focussing on information texts, and poetry along 

with narratives. We will be having a particular focus on our grammar to 

make our writing even better! This will include using different 

conjunctions in our writing (when, if, that, because) and using 

apostrophes to mark singular possession (Jessica’s bag).  

At home you can help your child by:  

• Encouraging the children to share the book with you through their actions and text map.  

• Reinvent a story from home with a twist.  

• Encourage using different conjunctions when writing sentences at home or for their homework.  

• Allow opportunities for writing, such as letters to family or friends, shopping lists, notes or 

reminders, stories or poems. 

 

The children will also be learning different spelling rules this term that they can apply in their writing, 

with a particular focus on suffixes (to add ing, ed, er, est and y to words ending in e with a consonant 

before it). We will also revisit the common exception words for year 1 and 2 

for a gentle reminder! The spellings will continue to be taught, practiced and 

tested at school and weekly spelling lists will on the Spelling Shed. You will 

find the links in our Google Classroom.  

 

Reading comprehension skills are always a focus in year 2. Once a child knows 

how to read, it is then important that they understand what they are reading.  

At home you can help your child by: 

• Listening to them read daily - a little at a time but often, rather than rarely but for long 

periods of time! 

• Enjoy stories together – reading stories to your child is equally as important as listening to your 

child read. 
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• All reading is valuable – it doesn’t have to be just stories. Reading can involve                     

anything from fiction and non-fiction, poetry, newspapers, magazines, football             

programmes, TV guides. 

• Remember that good readers become good writers! Identify good 

writing features when reading (e.g. vocabulary, sentence structure, 

punctuation). 

• Talk about the story before, during and afterwards – discuss the 

plot, the characters, their feelings and actions, how it makes you 

feel, predict what will happen and encourage your child to have their 

own opinions – see questions below.  

 

Helpful questions to support your child: 

• Can you make a prediction? What do you think this book will be 

about? 

• Can you find a page of the story you liked/didn’t like? Why?  

• What was happening at the beginning of the story?  

• Can you think of another way to begin this story? 

• Were you surprised by the ending? Was it what you expected?  

• Why did (a character) behave in this way?  

 

Book list: 

In year 2 there is a particular focus on ‘Traditional tales’ books, 

which are brilliant for re-occurring literacy language. However, it 

is important that children read a range of books – science, fact 

books, comics, picture books and poetry.  When the children will sit their 

special agent tests in May (SATs to us adults) there will be a mix of different 

texts, so it is important that the children are exposed to a range of reading.  

Some key year 2 text recommendations:  

• Horrible histories and horrible Science books.  

• Roald Dahl short stories 

• Books linked to our science topics or numeracy based stories.   

• The Boy Who Cried Wolf - Tony Ross 

• Into the Forest - Anthony Browne 

• A Dark, Dark Tale - Ruth Brown 

• Oi! Get Off Our Train - John Burningham 

• The Dragon Machine - Helen Ward 

• How the Whale Became - Ted Hughes 

• How the camel got its hump - Justine & Ron Fontes 

• How the turtle got its shell - Justine & Ron Fontes 

• Traditional tales with a twist e.g. Little Red or the true story of the three little pigs.  

• Non-fiction fact books about anything that interests them.  

 

 

Maths 

This term is a very busy one in maths; we will be covering a lot in a very short space of time! We will be 

focusing on Multiplication and division for the first half term; the children will be able to count in 2s, 5s, 

3s and 10s, applying these to simple multiplication and division facts (5x 3 = 15 so 15 ÷ 3 = 5).  

The children will also be solving problems and completing challenging reasoning activities. For example in 

multiplication and division; knowing they can make 7 groups of 5 from 35 blocks and writing 35 ÷ 5 = 7 or 
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sharing 40 cherries between 10 people and writing 40 ÷ 10 = 4) and solving sums with missing numbers 

(e.g. ∆ − 14 = 28). 

At home you can help your child by: 

• Counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  

• Practice our times table song for the 2, 5 and 10 times table - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq3cDj3Uj3I  

• Play times tables games. 

• Practice our three times table song: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWxPKnLtnus  

• Recalling your times tables, including missing numbers and the 

inverse! (3x4 = 12 /  12 ÷ 4 = 3  / 4 x ___ = 12).  

• Play games involving numbers or logic, such as dominoes, card 

games, draughts or chess. 

 

During the following half term, we will also be looking at capacity and measures – the children will be 

expected to be able to read scales in divisions of ones, twos, fives and tens in a practical activity where 

all numbers on the scale are given. The other topic we will look at will be money, where the children will 

be expected to recognise the value of all the British coins and notes. All of these topics will also have a 

focus of multi-step word problems to challenge the children (e.g. I have £5 and I buy 2 sweets at 50p 

each. How much change do I have?).  

To finish maths for this term we will also move onto Fractions and Properties of shape. In our fractions 

topic we will focus on identifying thirds, halves and quarters and knowing that all parts must be equal 

parts of a whole. In our properties of shape topic we will focus on describing the properties of 2-D and 

3-D shapes (e.g. describing a triangle: it has 3 sides, 3 vertices and 1 line of symmetry). 

At home you can help your child by: 

• Identify, weigh or measure quantities and amounts in the kitchen or in recipes. 

• Allow opportunities for counting coins and money e.g. finding amounts or calculating change when 

shopping. 

• Encouraging children to use the vocabulary of half, third and quarters at home (for example, 

cutting a cake or sharing a snack). 

• Encouraging them to describe every day shapes around the house: How many sides does this 

rectangle have?  

• Playing the interactive game ‘guess the shape’ - 

http://vtcpsa.hwb.wales.gov.uk/maerdy_2d/e_index.html   

Topic 

The first half term our topic is ‘Hot and Cold Places’. The children will be using world maps and globes to 

locate the seas, oceans, continents and countries. The will compare the UK with South America in terms 

of climate and weather. They will identify variety of geographical features, such as cliffs, valleys, 

mountains, rivers and lakes. We will use aerial photos of different cities around the world to identify 

geographical features and landmarks.  They will also use 

their knowledge to draw their own maps.  
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The second half term the children will be looking at ‘The Great Fire of London’. 

This will include looking in detail at evidence from history that informs the 

ways we live today. The children will be learning about the events and what 

happened as a result, along with learning how our fire fighting has changed and 

improved over time since the great fire.  

 

Science 

For the whole term we will be focusing on the big topic ‘Materials’. The children will learn about a range 

of different materials and study their importance in product creation. There will be a focus on a 

materials purpose in a product with a final ‘Dragon’s Den’ challenge being presented to the children for 

their very own product! 

Computing and ICT 

The children will continue to have weekly lessons, where they will broaden their use of different 

programmes, explore numeracy and literacy programmes and games and continue to work on their 

keyboard skills.  

 

 

 

Religious Education  

In year 2, we enjoy learning about different religions and beliefs and recording these 

in our ‘journey of faith’ class book.  For the first half term, we will be focusing on a Jewish Religion. This 

investigation enables pupils to think about what might be found in a Jewish home and how these objects 

link to the Jewish way of life. 

For the second half term, we will be focusing on a Sacred books and stories. The 

children will learn about how nature is important across religions and encourage them 

to make links between religions. The children will learn the Christian Creation story 

and then they will go on to hear stories from Buddhism and Islam which highlight 

the importance of looking after nature. They will think about how the messages 

in these stories can help them in their everyday lives. 
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P.E 

The children will continue to have their PE sessions which will 

include gym, running, basketball, hockey and games. It is therefore 

ESSENTIAL that your child’s kit is at school all week. Can you also 

please NAME your child’s kit as it is all very similar and hard to 

return to its owner with no name inside; this will support 

yourselves in not having to always replace kit. Your child will 

require: Glenmere Sports T-shirt and black shorts, plimsolls, 

trainers and a tracksuit of any colour for outdoor. During the cold 

winter months can I ask that you send spare socks for outdoor PE 

and a plastic bag for muddy shoes.  

 

PSHE 

This term we are very excited about our PSHE lessons as we have 

a new whole school scheme to use. The children will develop their 

emotional literacy, self-regulation of their 

behaviour, social skills and improve their spiritual 

development. The children have Jigsaw friends, 

Jerrie Cat and Jigsaw Jo who are part of their 

learning. Our themes this term are Celebrating 

Differences where the lessons are built around 

Respect for similarity and difference. Anti-bullying 

and being unique. The second half term theme is 

Dreams and Goals where the children will focus on 

aspirations, how to achieve goals and understanding the 

emotions that go with this. 

Art and DT 

The children will be looking at toy garage structures and 

examining how they are put together. They will then investigate 

materials and build their own structures from plans they make. 

The second half term will have an art focus using our new Kapow 

scheme where the children will be learning about sculptures and 

where they will explore clay and make their own pinch pots. 

 

Music 

The year two children enjoy their music lessons and are becoming very good at 

finding the rhythm and pulse in a variety of songs. They will be learning new 

songs and comparing them to other songs. They will also learn to accompany the 

music using instruments. Our first half term will be listening to and learning 

rock songs and the second half term the children will learn Reggae songs of 

their own.  

More able / Children who require more support  

In the year 2 classroom, there are children with a variation of different needs which is supported by 

differentiated lessons and activities to meet these needs. For the more able children, they will be 

given problem solving and reasoning activities to deepen their knowledge of the subject and able them 

to apply it to real life situations. The more able children will also be encouraged to explain their 

understanding of how they got to an answer, and articulate their learning more. Here are some 

problem-solving activities to support the more able: 



• http://nrich.maths.org/36  

• http://nrich.maths.org/55  

 

Children who are on the SEN register or require more support also have provisions in place for their 

learning. They may have more teacher support during lesson times, have their progress closely 

monitored or have the activity adapted to meet their needs (for example; cubes to support addition 

in maths).  Here are some resources to support these children: 

• The children can use this game to practice their number bonds and their times tables! 

http://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button  

Good Manners 

As a school we are working hard to promote good manners. 

We have the most fabulous children at Glenmere and we are 

very proud of them. Please support us by reminding your child 

to be polite, say please and thank you and be patient when 

waiting to speak to adults.   

 

Authors 

In year 2 we look at a wide range of books written by different 

authors. This term they will include  books by Anthony Browne. It 

would be helpful if you and your child researched this author so 

that they can become an expert on him! 

 

 

Thank you for your valuable and continued support,  

 

 Mrs Siddons 

Mr Dixon 
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